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CHSAA FOOTBALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

 4A ï Chris Cline, Elizabeth; Chairman, (2013, 2
nd

 Term) 

 

A-6  Paul Griese, Woodlin, (2012)  

A-6 Bob Petterson, Weldon Valley (2013) 

A-8 Ryan Witzel, Gilpin County (2011) 

A-8 Shawn Graves, Elbert (2011) 

1A Mike Hughes, Telluride (2013) 

1A Kathleen Leiding, Lyons (2011) 

2A Blair Hubbard, Faith Christian (2012) 

2A Eric Johnson, Valley (2012) 

3A Jason Frasco, Ft. Morgan (2012) 

3A Michael Krueger, Palisade (2013) 

4A Keith Lane, Pueblo West (2012) 

4A Sheldon Keresey, Durango (2011) 

5A Wayne Vorhees, Legacy (2011) 

5A Ron Woolfork, Denver, East (2011) 

     

DATE OF MEETING:  Tuesday, November 30, 2010 ï 9:00 a.m. - CHSAA office. 

 

 

If you have suggestions or proposed changes that you want the committee to consider, 

please submit to Chris Cline, Elizabeth High School the Football Committee Chair, or to Harry 

Waterman, ahead of time. This is an open meeting.  Anyone may attend. 

 

 

HOW TO GET RECOMMENDED FOR 2011-12 FOOTBALL COMMITTEE:  
Contact your league president or Board of Control Representative in January.  They can nominate 
you through the normal committee process. 
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August 1, 2010 
 
TO: Athletic Directors and Coaches of Schools Participating in Football 
 
FR: Harry Waterman, Assistant Commissioner 
 
RE: Preparation for 2010 Championship Football Season  
  
Welcome Back! The Colorado High School Activities Association is looking forward to another 
season of Colorado high school football. All indicators point to continued interest and growth of the 
sport; student participation continues to maintain its numbers, spectator support is better each year 
and the game is played at a higher level each season. As a coach, you are a major part of the 
dedicated individuals who continually reaffirm Coloradoôs place as a quality high school football 
state. 
 
In order for our sport to continue its positive growth, we need to continue to work together. Coaches, 
administrators, officials and this office have benefited from being on the ñsame teamò in conducting 
their sport in a fair and safe manner. If questions, problems, etc. arise, please do not hesitate to 
contact us so that our communication continues and the sport continues to flourish. 
 
Good luck with the upcoming season -- have fun -- and thanks for your input, support and 
cooperation. 
 
It is still important for you to re-familiarize yourself with the policies and procedures required to 
conduct this sport. There have been numerous misunderstandings, misinterpretations, problems, 
etc. with the following regulations. These oversights have resulted in the school being placed on 
restriction along with a great deal of embarrassment for the coach. Please, take care of these issues 
as required by the CHSAA By-laws. 
 
HW/sa 
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Coaches Quiz 
 

Coaches spend hours and hours of their own time preparing for competition.  If you read this bulletin 
with the care you give to game preparation, you could save yourself problems that no coach ever 
wants to face, e.g. ineligibility resulting in forfeiture.   
 

 Football Specific 
 
1. Yes [   ] No [   ] Fall sport athletes who have been declared academically ineligible may 

regain eligibility and play on October 14, 2010. 
 
 
2. Yes [   ] No [   ] Two different scrimmage dates are allowed for each level of a team. 
 
 
3. Yes [   ] No [   ] Extra points should be attempted even if time has expired at the end of the 

game. 
 
 
4. Yes [   ] No [   ] If a player has scheduled a physical, he can start practice even if the 

physical has not been completed prior to the beginning of practice. 
 
 
5. Yes [   ] No [   ] A player can participate in no more than 56 quarters of interscholastic 

competition, exclusive of kicking plays. 
 
 
6. Yes [   ] No [   ] A scrimmage may be held on or after the 10th official practice day following 

the start of formal practice. 
 
 
7. Yes [   ] No [   ] All players must have nine days of practice and be academically eligible to 

compete in a scrimmage. 
 
 
8. Yes [   ] No [   ] All National Federation Football rules must be followed as written unless 

the state association has been given permission for a change. 
 
 
9. Yes [   ] No [   ] An official ruling may be changed at any time prior to the end of the game. 
 
 
10. Yes [   ] No [   ] Dummies and arm shields may not be used until the 3rd day of practice. 
 
 
11. Yes [   ] No [   ] Players may not engage in full contact activities until the 5th full day of the 

formal practice season (August 20, 2010). 
 

Answers - Coaches Quiz: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Yes 7. Yes 
2. No 8. Yes 
3. Yes 9. No 
4. No 10. Yes 
5. Yes 11 No 
6. Yes   
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CHSAA  
 

FOOTBALL INFORMATION ON-LINE 

 

(www.chsaa.org) 

 
Table of ContentsČSport InfoČFootball 

 
 

1.  2010 Football Bulletin 
 

2.  National Federation Rule Updates and Case Book 
Rulings - Latest Interpretations - link found www.nfhs.org 
Click on sports and Rules information, then on Football. 

 

3.  Wild card rankings for Class 5A (after week 6. All others, 
after week 7).  

 

4.  Playoff Brackets/Pairings (Mondays before the next 
round) 

 

5.  Playoff Results (Mondays) 
 

6.  Playoff Coin Flips @ 11:00 a.m. - Tuesdays - during 
playoffs  (available only on-line) 

 

7.  By-laws - School Directory - Updates - Other CHSAA 
information 

 

8.  The spring preseason football update  
 

 
 

http://www.nfhs.org/
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Coachôs Check List 
 

Coaches: The following is a quick list of important information that you and your players need to know before 
the season begins and throughout the year. Have you covered this information with your players? Use the 
quick check-off list to make this season a successful one. (Note: HB = CHSAA Constitution and By-laws) 
 

 

Reviewed 

 

Date 

 

Important CHSAA By-laws 

Bulletin 

Page 

Handbook 

Page 

  Coaching Registration (Article 16) N/A 42-44 

  General Eligibility (Article 17) 16 45-56 

  Transfer [Prior to and in-season] (Article 18) 20 59-73 

  Recruiting (Article 19) N/A 69-70 

  Outside Competition (Article 21) N/A 74-76 

  Player Ejection (Article 22) N/A 77-79 

  Practice/Nine-Day Practice (Article 23) N/A 83-91 

  Penalties (Article 24) N/A 91-95 

  Officials (Article 27) 66 100-103 

 

Reviewed 

 

Date 

 

Important Football Points of Emphasis 

Bulletin 

Page 

Handbook 

Page 

  2010 Season Dates 5 14 

  2010 Season Playoff Dates 52 14 

  Tie-Breaking Procedures 53 N/A 

  General Playoff Regulations 26 N/A 

  2010 Playoff Formats (by Classification) 30-49 N/A 

  4A -5A State Tournament Site  65 N/A 

  Program Roster/Game-by-Game Information 92 N/A 

  New NFHS Football Rules 22 N/A 

  Head Trauma in Football 76-80 N/A 

  Heat Stress Information 81-85 N/A 

  Officials Evaluation Form 69 N/A 

  Football Safety Manual See accompanying material 
 

Important Names and Telephone Numbers: 
CHSAA Liaison: Harry Waterman (303) 344-5050 
2010 Football Rules Interpreter Clair Gausman (720) 270-3097 
2010 Football Committee Chairman Chris Cline  (303) 646-1772 
2010 Football Committee Meeting: November 30, 2010 CHSAA Office  
 

Football Committee Membership:  Chris Cline, Elizabeth (2, 2013); Jason Frasco, Ft. 
Morgan (2012); Shawn Graves, Elbert (2011); Paul Griese, Woodlin (2012); Blair Hubbard, 
Faith Christian (2012); Mike Hughes, Telluride (2013); Eric Johnson, Valley (2012); 
Sheldon Keresey, Durango (2011); Michael Krueger, Palisade (2013); Keith Lane, Pueblo 
West (2012); Kathleen Leiding, Lyons (2011); Bob Petterson, Weldon Valley (2013); 
Wayne Voorhees, Legacy (2011); Ryan Witzel, Gilpin County (2011); Ron Woolfork, 
Denver East (2011).  
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MAJOR CHANGES SHOWN IN THIS BULLETIN 

FOR THE 2010 FOOTBALL SEASON 

 
A. Class A6 has implemented a week 9 cross-over game with the top 4 teams in 

each conference.  The winners qualify for the eight team state playoff bracket 
beginning week 10. 

B. In Class A8, the winners of the week 9 cross-over games will be true seeded on a 
16-team bracket beginning week 10.  Seeding criteria can be found in A8 section. 

C. In Class 2A, the four wild card selections (based on WC point totals) may come 
from any conference. 

D. In Class 3A, the seven conference champions and the top remaining wild card 
team will receive a top eight seed and a first round home game.  Qualifiers 9-16 
will be determined by Wild Card points.  All teams will be placed on the bracket 
by a seeding committee. 

E. In Class 5A, the first 16 qualifiers will be set by Wild Card points and cannot be 
moved. Teams 17-32 will be set by Wild Card points and may move up or down 
one seed to avoid a conference opponent in the first round. 

F. In Class 5A, the higher seed will be the home team from the quarterfinals through 
the finals. 

G. In Classes 1A-5A, a new Wild Card point system has been adopted.  See system 
under each class. 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

CHECK YOUR SCHEDULES 

 
Before the competitive interscholastic season begins, check to make sure you 
have not scheduled contests in excess of the game/contest limit for football 
(see CHSAA Sport By-laws). 
 
Teams that have played more contests than allowed in the Sport By-laws will 
be restricted from state playoff activities, without appeal. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE AWARE OF IMPORTANT DATES  
 

It is the coachõs responsibility to be aware of and 
remind players of important testing (ACT, SAT, etc.) 
and religious holidays that may affect participation. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  The athletic director has received two bulletins ï you can 
also access the bulletin on the CHSAA website www.chsaa.org  The rule 
book should be given to the coach. 
 

http://www.chsaa.org/
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FOOTBALL CALENDAR DATES FOR 2010 
 

INITIAL STARTING DATE 
The initial approved starting date for football practice is Monday, August 16th.  For the dates of 
August 16, 17, only football shoes, jerseys, and helmets may be worn by players as permissible 
equipment.  No pads or other components of regular football uniforms may be worn.  Additionally, 
there shall be no activity which involves physical contact between players or blocking or tackling 
exercises. 
  

FIRST DAY PADS, OTHER EQUIPMENT 
For the date of Wednesday, August 18th, players may wear a full uniform while engaging in 
exercises which do not include physical contact between players.  Sleds, dummies, hand shields, 
etc. may be used on this date. 
 
Q:  Is it considered contact if one player holds a dummy which is blocked by another player? 
A:  No. 
 

FIRST DAY FULL CONTACT 
The initial date for physical contact between players and the use of all equipment is Thursday, 
August 19.  There may be no physical contact between players until this date. 
 

FIRST SCRIMMAGE DATE 
Two scrimmage dates are permitted on or after Thursday, August 26th.  Coaches are asked to 
review the entire scrimmage definitions and interpretations as written in the CHSAA Handbook 
By-laws. Please note: all participants must have had nine days of practice prior to taking part in an 

interscholastic scrimmage or contest.  "Jamboree" scrimmages involving three or more schools 

are permitted provided they are held at one site on one day. 

 

Please note:  Two scrimmage dates are permitted for your team as a whole. If the varsity 
scrimmages on Friday and the JV scrimmages on Saturday, your two scrimmage dates have been 
used.  
 

FIRST CONTEST DATE 
The first allowable date for an interscholastic contest between schools is Thursday, September 2nd, 
unless permission has been granted for a zero week game.  
 

PLAYOFF DATES 
See bracket information on page 30. 

 

ZERO WEEK 

This game will replace one of the two scrimmages allowed in 2320.11.  Schools playing a zero 

Week football game will be allowed one scrimmage date 
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2010 FOOTBALL ADMINISTRATIVE NOTES 
 

COIN TOSS ON FIELD 
 
The pre-game coin toss shall be conducted on the field by the referee in the presence of the field 
captains, three minutes prior to the scheduled game starting time.  This is mandatory for all games; 

the toss may NOT be conducted earlier, followed by a simulated toss. 
 

NOTE:  Please inform your band people of this requirement.  Any pre-game performances and the 
National Anthem should be completed prior to the coin flip. 

 

 

OVERTIME TIE-BREAKER PROCEDURE 
 
The CHSAA will continue to utilize the National Federation tie-breaker system as delineated on 
pages 91-93 of the enclosed National Federation rule book.  This will pertain to all regular season 

and playoff contests AT ALL LEVELS (fresh, JV, V, etc.) 
 

 

TRY FOR THE EXTRA POINT(S) AT THE END OF 4TH QUARTER 
 
A try for the extra point(s) shall always take place, even if the score was with no time remaining.  To 
not attempt the try may jeopardize a teamôs standing in some conference tie breakers. You may 

NOT opt out of this, even if both coaches agree.  
 

 

FIELD SIZE (8-Man, 6-Man) 
 

Please note: the playing field size for eight-man football contests is 40 x 100 yards with 15-yard side 
zones.  This pertains to all regular season and playoff contests. The playing field for all six-man 
football contests is 40 x 80 yards with 15-yard side zones and the team box boundaries between the 
25-yard lines. 
 

 

CHAIN CREW/BALL PERSONS 
 

Experienced chain crews are a necessity for sound administration of a football game.  DO NOT 
NEGLECT SUB-VARSITY GAMES IN THIS AREA.  Qualified ball persons are also an important 
part of on-field administration.  Be sure that the ball persons you use are physically mature enough 
to handle the duties and do not present an injury risk to themselves or the players.   
 
As per National Federation Football Rule 1-3-5 (b) (page 17), as soon as a first down is indicated 

and the chain clipped at the five yard interval, the chain and down marker should be moved back 

off the sideline six feet.  Notify your chain crew of this procedure. 
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40/45-POINT-MERCY RULE (All Classes) 
In classes A8, 1A, 2A, 3A, 4A and 5A (all conference and non-conference games played in Colorado), 
when a team is ahead at half time by 40 or more points, or goes ahead by 40 or more points in the 
second half, the running clock will be used for the remainder of the game.  (In A6, the margin is 45 points) 
 

The clock will not stop on: 
1. Out of bounds plays 
2. Incomplete passes 
3. First downs 
4. Change of possession (including touchbacks and fair catches) 
5. Penalties 
6. Scores 
 

The clock will stop as required by rule on: 
1. Time-outs (charged and injury) 
2. End of period 
 

This rule applies to all regular and post season contests, except the live televised championship games. 
 

Under the circumstances described above, the officials will continue to use the standard signals. The 
timer, prior to the game, will be given instructions by the game officials, and will ignore all signals 
regarding the clock except those given by the referee. 
 

NOTE:  The use of this rule does not eliminate the use of Rule 3-1-3 (page 36) which reads:  "A period or 
periods may be shortened in any emergency by agreement of the opposing coaches and the referee.  By 
mutual agreement of the opposing coaches and the referee, any remaining period may be shortened at 
any time or the game terminated." 
 
 

FILMING/VIDEO TAPING 
 

Film, Video Quality 
Schools are encouraged to pay special attention in making certain the quality of film and video tape is the 
best possible in order to enhance the exchange of film/tape for playoff contests.  Your assistance in this 
area will help with the administration of the playoffs. 
 

Playoff Game Films 
During the playoffs, each opponent must provide full length game films of the two most recent games if 
films/videos are shot. Failure to meet the standards of this rule can result in penalties assessed by the 
commissioner.   If the home team does not film/video, the next opponent may secure a film/video from a 
previous opponent to consummate the film/video exchange. Additionally, if schools use both film and 
videotape, the exchange will be the same (film for film or videotape for videotape).  If no mutual 
agreement is reached, the schools will exchange film in cases where both mediums are used.  If one 
school has film only and the other videotape only, this will be considered a regular exchange.  If a school 
entering the playoffs has not filmed or videotaped its games, then neither school will exchange and this 
status should be communicated to the Commissioner prior to the beginning of the playoffs.  This 
exchange must be consummated by noon on Tuesday before the game. If necessary, use overnight mail 

to make this happen. Failure to meet the standards of this rule can result in penalties assessed by 

the commissioner and include removal from the playoffs.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

 

**IMPORTANT**               WHO IS YOUR ñGET BACK GUYò?            **IMPORTANT** 

 

Officials have been instructed to ask each head coach prior to the game, ñWho is your óGet Back 
Guyô?ò The ñGBGò is the assistant coach designated by the head coach to be in charge of all bench 
personnel should an altercation occur on the field or near the sideline. In volatile situations, the 
ñGBGò immediately communicates with all bench personnel to prevent them from leaving the bench 
area or participating in a fight in the bench area. The prompt action of the ñGBGò could prevent your 
team from forfeiting the present game and next weekôs game due to mass player ejections or 
penalties imposed by the Commissioner for fighting.  Further, the ñGBGò should be responsible to 
see that the sideline six feet boundary is kept clear of players, bench personnel and, by N.F. rule, 
everyone else except three coaches. 

 

EQUITY STATEMENT: Members of both sexes are eligible to compete and coach in interscholastic 

football.  The pronoun "he" is used in the bulletin in the generic sense and refers to members of both 

sexes. 

 

OUT OF STATE TRAVEL REQUIRES CHSAA APPROVAL: 

Under CHSAA by-law 2620.1 (page 99), any team traveling out of state for competition (contest or 

scrimmage) must have the approval of the CHSAA Commissioner.  See page 99 in your CHSAA 
Constitution and By-laws. 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 

¶ We cannot emphasize enough the importance of schools and coaches carefully studying all 
football playing rules, especially those dealing with the safety and well being of the athlete, and 
stressing the importance of the players keeping all equipment in top condition.  Failure to warn 
athletes of potential dangers in not playing the game properly or the proper way to care for 
equipment, could lead to serious consequences to coaches and schools. Be certain that you 
have a file parent/physician permission certification on file before allowing an athlete to practice. 
 Also be sure that all participants meet minimum non-contact requirements.  Pre-season 
conditioning does not negate CHSAA rules.  Check age, academic requirements and eligibility. 

 
* Additional questions and interpretations may be obtained from the CHSAA office 

(303.344.5050), with Assistant Commissioner Harry Waterman, the administrator responsible for 
football, and Paul Angelico, the assistant administrator.  It is highly encouraged that telephone 
calls on areas of eligibility be made by the school principal or athletic director, while inquiries on 
game playing rules be made by the football coach.  

 

RULES MEETING REQUIRED FOR ALL HEAD COACHES 
 

Head coaches in all varsity sports are required to attend a CHSAA-approved rules clinic in their 
sport prior to the start of the first game of the season. This is a mandatory meeting and there are a 
number of ways coaches can meet this requirement, including attendance at the officialsô rules 
session at Colorado High School Coaches Association Clinic in the summer, the CFOA Master 
Clinic.   A list of the 9 master clinics can be found on page 5 of the CFOA Handbook. Go to 

www.chsaa.org and look for other meetings that will meet this requirement.  Coaches will be 

required to sign in and should be prepared to have a form to be signed for file with their 

athletic director.  (1650.1, page 44) 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.chsaa.org/
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DUE PROCESS 
 
The term "Due Process" is hardly new to the field of interscholastic athletics, but its added emphasis 
has changed dramatically over the past few years.  Simply stated, how can we expect 
student/athletes to follow the rules and regulations of the organization if they have no prior 
orientation as to what is expected? 
 
With this in mind, the following points are presented for your consideration and hopeful 
implementation prior to the start of the football season.  By this means, you will have fulfilled your 
responsibilities in the area of due process and further, enhanced lines of communication in 
maintaining athletic eligibility.  It is urged that an administrator, athletic director and all coaches for 
football be in attendance to conduct the following: 
 
 

PARENT MEETING 
It is strongly recommended you conduct a parent orientation meeting of all participants prior to the 
opening day of practice.  At this meeting, consideration should be given to a review of the rules and 
regulations of the CHSAA sporting behavior DVD, the school, notice of acknowledgment of risk, 
possible viewing of appropriate film such as "Warning, It Could Happen to You", "The Rally", "Be A 
Sport", etc.  Consideration should also be given to a signed attendance roll and follow-up procedure 
for those not in attendance. 
 

 

STUDENT MEETING 
Conduct a student participation orientation meeting prior to any practice and/or tryout session.  
Consideration should be given to a review of the rules and regulations of the CHSAA organization, 
the school, notice of acknowledgment of risk, possible viewing of appropriate film such as "Warning, 
It Could Happen to You" and "The Rally", signing of the CHSAA "Competitor's Brochure", etc.  A 
signed attendance roll should be utilized for a permanent record of the meeting and a brief 
statement on acknowledgment of what was covered. Strong consideration should be given to deny 
practice opportunities to those not in attendance until such time that the orientation meeting has 
been made-up. 
 
 

STUDENT CAUTION 
Students should be encouraged to contact the coach or athletic director concerning any situation 
which could jeopardize their eligibility (amateur status, outside competition, etc.) 
 
 

CHSAA COMPETITOR'S BROCHURE 
Please share the contents of the CHSAA Participation brochure with parents and students. The 
information it provides will provide your parents and players with answers to many questions and 
establish a further step in Due Process.   
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Sample Warning To Students and Parents 

 
SERIOUS, CATASTROPHIC AND PERHAPS FATAL INJURY MAY RESULT FROM ATHLETIC 
PARTICIPATION.  By its very nature, competitive athletics may put students in situations in which 
SERIOUS, CATASTROPHIC and perhaps, FATAL ACCIDENTS may occur. 
 
Many forms of athletic competition result in violent physical contact among players, the use of 
equipment may result in accidents, strenuous physical exertion and numerous other exposures to 
risk of injury. 
 
Students and parents must assess the risks involved in such participation and make their choice to 
participate in spite of those risks.  No amount of instruction, precaution, or supervision will totally 
eliminate all risk of injury.  Just as driving an automobile involves choice of risk; athletic participation 
by high school students also may be inherently dangerous.  The obligation of parents and students 
in making this choice to participate cannot be over-stated.  There have been accidents resulting in 
death, paraplegia, quadriplegia, and other very serious permanent physical impairment as a result of 
athletic competition. 
 
By granting permission for your student to participate in athletic competition, you, the parent or 
guardian, acknowledge that such risk exists. By choosing to participate, you, the student, 
acknowledge that such risk exists. 
 
Students will be instructed in proper techniques to be used in athletic competition and in the proper 

utilization of all equipment worn or used in practice and competition.  Students must adhere to that 

instruction and utilization and must refrain from improper uses and techniques. 
 
As previously stated, no amount of instruction, precaution and supervision will totally eliminate all 
risk of serious, catastrophic, or even fatal injury. 
 
If any of the foregoing is not completely understood, please contact your school principal for further 
information. 
 

Instructions:  Sign both copies, retain one for your records and return the other to your school. 
  
 
Student's Name    Sport(s)     
   
   
 
   
 
   
  
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Signed       Date    
                                        Parent or Guardian 
 
Signed                                                                                    Date          
                                          Student 

 
 
 
 
 

This will acknowledge that we have read and 
understand the material contained in the NOTICE TO 
ATHLETES AND PARENTS OR GUARDIANS. 
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FOOTBALL GAME ADMINISTRATION CHECK LIST 
 

The success of any football game depends not only upon the game itself, but to a great extent on 
the preliminary planning as well.  The management duties prior to the season, before the game, 
during the game, and following the game are very important factors which will help insure a well 
organized game, as well as a successful educational activity. 
 

The check list below is divided into four parts: August, Week of Game, Day of Game and After 
Game.   

  

AUGUST 
 

1. Review the CHSAA Football Bulletin and the National Federation Rule Book. 
 

2. Do not allow any boy/girl to participate without a physical examination and parent permit. Be 
certain to check scrimmage restrictions carefully. 

 

3. Check eligibility of squad early, particularly transfer students.  Insist on a transcript and other 
pertinent information before permitting any student to participate in any interschool game or 
scrimmage.  Use the CHSAA Transfer Eligibility Card to assist your efforts in determining a 
transfer student's status. If you or your assistant doesn't know a player, find out how they came 
to be at your practice. 

 

4. Recheck your schedule.  Make certain new coaches and administrators are aware of contract 
commitments.  It might be well to contact opponents and recheck dates and times of games.  
There have been instances of times, dates, or sites being changed and visitors not being 
notified.  Don't let this happen to you. 

 

5. Thoroughly review equipment use dates. 
 

6. Plan and conduct parent meeting - include a football official, if possible. 
 

7. Attend a football rules meeting. 
 

8. Make sure any varsity schedule changes have been communicated to Varvee.com 
 

9. Ensure your coaches are aware of the rules related to technology and film/video taping.  

  

WEEK OF THE GAME 

 
1. Send reminder cards to game officials.  Line field properly with approved material.  The rulebook 

requires markings every five yards, a designated coaches' box, and inbounds lines. A properly 
marked field can contribute greatly to insuring a well- officiated game. The field should be re-
marked from time to time to insure visible lines.  Remember that lines clearly visible in the 
daytime may become difficult to see at night.  See recommendations in rulebook for marking of 
team area. 

 

2. Check equipment for proper flags, down markers and yard chains. 
 

3. If a game is to be played at night, lights should be turned on prior to the night of game to ensure 
that all lights are working and positioned properly. 

 

4. Electric scoreboard should be checked in advance of each game and all non-working bulbs 
replaced. 

 

5. Arrange for proper policing, sideline passes, etc.  NO game can be managed properly if officials 
must stop the game to remove spectators from the proximity of the playing field. 

 

6. Principals of schools are charged with the responsibility of controlling their own schoolôs crowds.
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 NOTE:  The CHSAA Executive Committee has repeatedly emphasized that any behavior on the 
part of any high school game crowd detrimental to the interscholastic program will be dealt with 
immediately and firmly.  Poor crowd conduct could and will jeopardize a team's chances of 
competing in playoff games and could be the cause for loss of membership in the CHSAA. 
Principals should be certain that they have taken every reasonable step to educate their own 
crowds as to proper behavior and conduct at interscholastic contests.  

 
7. Discuss with cheerleaders and student body the facts of good sporting behavior. 
  
8. Arrange transportation for early arrival at the game site.  All teams should have adequate 

warm-up time and games should never start late. 
 
9. Discuss pre-game ceremonies and schedule with band director and other participants.  Send a 

pre-game schedule to the visiting team so it will know what to expect. 
 
10. Do everything in your power to have someone at the game who is thoroughly trained in 

emergency medicine techniques. Also, a medical emergency evacuation plan should be 
developed and released. 

 
11. In the early season, make sure you have addressed a policy for dealing with lightning 

disturbances.  The NFHS Rules Book has a recommended policy and can be found on the 7 th 
unnumbered page of the rule book. 

 
12. Have an experienced chain crew instructed and ready to operate the yard chain.  This crew 

should arrive at the game site not less than 30 minutes before game time.  Have distinctive 
vests or jackets for this crew. 

 
13. Meet with the public address announcer and go over important items for announcers to 

consider.  Instruct he/she that announcers are to supply important information, not to be 
cheerleaders or criticize coaches, players and officials.  Reinforce the importance of learning 
proper pronunciations of both teams. 

 
14. Meet with the person responsible for the half-time activities.  Remind this person that the half-

time intermission is 15 minutes in length.  The field should be cleared at the end of 15 minutes 
so the teams will have the field for the mandatory warm-up period prior to the second half. 

 
15. Prepare officials checks. 

 DAY OF GAME 
 

1. Recheck field markings, sideline markers, down markers, flags and yard chain. 
 
2. Be certain that a stretcher is on the field for emergencies.  Do this before crowd begins to 

arrive. 
 
3. Provide a host to greet and show game officials where to dress and provide a room  

for privacy.  Officials' pre-game conference is important to game management. 
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DAY OF GAME ï (continued) 
 
a. Officials should be left alone before the game (and at the half) so they may have time to 

discuss the various items of game administration. 
 
 b. Let the referee know if one or two bands will perform and if half-time will be 15 or 20 

minutes. 
 

c. Instruct ball person on duties in advance and have extra football available.  Game balls 
must be presented by both teams to the game officials when they assume authority of the 
contest. 

 
d. Provide set timeline when coin flip will take place; what time the National Anthem will be 

played; and amount of time between game if a double header.  NFHS rules apply. 
 

e. Have overtime procedure written out for public address announcer. 
 

4. Instruct the chain crew to report to the head linesman at least 30 minutes before game time for 
instructions.  The home management should provide the chain crew with distinctive vests or 
jackets. 

 
5. Instruct the timer to report to the referee at least 20 minutes before game time.  Recheck 

scoreboard and other equipment.  Have a stop watch available for immediate use, if the electric 
timer should fail.  Clock operator is to be a knowledgeable adult. 

 
6. Be positive in instruction to police and other crowd contact people.  Keep field and sideline 

entirely clear of spectators. 
 
7. Pay officials and arrange for a private shower and other facilities for them.  Do not attempt to 

talk to the officials immediately after a game.  If you have some questions or comments, send a 
copy to the CHSAA. 

 

 POST GAME 

 
1. Be certain the police and other personnel remain at game site until crowd is dispersed. 
 
2. Report score of game to Varvee.com  Varvee has the ability to send a link to all media outlets 

you prefer. 
 
Pre-planning in game management is as important as preparing the team, the band and the pep 
club.  A well organized game will go a long way toward convincing interested people that the school 
is committed to making activities contribute to the over-all educational program. 
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Most Commonly Asked Rules Questions 
 
 
Q1: May jersey uniform numbers have a half inch border? 
 
A1: Yes.  The rule book specifies the border must be at least ñıò.  Call the CHSAA for specific 

questions related to jersey design. In 2012, a new uniform rule will be implemented. A copy of 
the new rule can be found on page 17-18 in the rule book.  

 
 
 
Q2: Which gloves are legal? 
 
A2: Those which carry a securely attached label or stamp (NF/NCAA Specifications). 
 
 
 

Q3: Must all face masks and helmets carry the NOCSAE Seal? 
 
A3: Yes. 
 
 
 
Q4: Are colored mouth guards required equipment? 
 
A4: Yes.  Colored mouth and tooth protector is required. 
 
 
 
Q5: The NCAA inbound lines are 60' (not the high school 53' 4").  What should schools which play 

on college fields do to comply with the high school rules? 
 
A5: The first preference is to mark the field for high school requirements. If this is not possible, 

play as marked. 
 
 
 
Q6: We play our games on a college field which has goal posts measuring 18' 6" between the 

uprights instead of the 23' 4" specified in the National Federation rules.  May our opponents or 
conference require that 23' 4" uprights be used in our high school games? 

 
A6: No.  High schools using college fields may use the 18' 6" upright.  Neither league nor 

opponent may dictate that the high school upright be used. 
 
 
 
Q7: What are some important rules related to uniform and equipment? 
 
A7: Penalty-flag colored gloves and pads are illegal.  Jerseys must fully cover rib and back pads 

and may not be altered to produce a knot-like protrusion or to create a tear-away jersey.  
Jerseys and pants manufactured after January 1, 1996 may not have more than one 
manufacturer's logo/trade name on the outside of each item (jersey and pants) whether visible 
or not [see Football Rulebook, pg. 25, 1-5-3 (k)].  
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Q8: May the center wear a towel bearing the school colors? 
 
A8: No.  Players may wear a single white towel which measures a minimum of 4" x 12" to a 

maximum of 18ò x 36ò with no markings. 
 
 
 
Q9: Do any CHSAA rules exist for determining the winner of a contest ended prematurely because 

of acts of God? 
 
A9: No. Games interrupted because of events beyond the control of the responsible administrative 

authority shall be continued from the point of interruption unless the teams agree to terminate 
the game with the existing score, or there are conference or league rules which apply.  
Conferences should consider adopting a policy to handle unusual circumstances. 

 
 
 
Q10: Can the timing of a sub varsity quarter be adjusted? 
 
A10: Yes ï Schools/leagues should establish the time frame for league or conference opponents or 

communicate with non-conference opponents well in advance of the contest. It is strongly 
recommended that a 12-minute quarter be used at all levels, freshman through varsity. 

 
 
 
Q11: What is the distance inbound for the hash marks on a 6 or 8-man field? 
 
A11: 15 yards. 
 
 
 
Q12: Must the field be marked with 6ô numbers? 
 
A12:   No, but if those numbers are not on the field, there must be nine-yard marks (12ò Length, 4ò 

width) intersecting each 10 yard line. 
 
 
 
Q13:  Where may the coaches stand? 
 
A13:  All team personnel must remain two yards behind the sideline at all times.  If the field is 

especially small, the referee may allow up to three coaches in the two-yard belt adjacent to the 
sideline. 
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CHSAA ELIGIBILITY RULES 
 

NOTE:  Each coach should become familiar with all eligibility rules.  CHSAA Handbooks,has been 

distributed to member schools.  If you do not have access to this material, contact your athletic 

director. 
 

CHECK THE CHSAA HANDBOOK FOR THE DETAILS RELATED TO THE FOLLOWING RULES. 
 

PLAYING OF AN INELIGIBLE WILL RESULT IN FORFEITURE - Rule 2400, pg. 91 

SUMMER SCHOOL MAKE-UP - Rule 1730.1, pg. 50 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT RULE - Rule 1870, pg. 68 

ORGANIZED TEAM PRACTICE - Rule 2310.3, pg. 84 

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION/PARENT CONSENT - Rule 1790, pg. 56 

MEDICAL RELEASE FOR INJURIES - Rule 1790.2, pg. 57 

UNCONSCIOUS PLAYER - National Federation Rule 3, Section 5, Article 10 (b), pg. 43 -- "An 

unconscious or apparently unconscious player is determined by the game officials. The player 
may not return to play in the game without written authorization from a physician.  This time-out, if 
not charged, is an official's time-out." 
 

BLEEDING PLAYER - National Federation Rule 3, Section 5, Article 10 (c), pg. 43 -- "The official 

discovers a player who is bleeding, or has an open wound, or has an excessive amount of blood on 
his uniform.  Such player shall be considered an injured player as in Art. 10 (a).  See the 
Communicable Disease Procedures listed on the page facing the Table of Contents in the National 
Federation rulebook. 
 

SUB JOINING FIGHT - National Federation Rule 9, Sec. 8, Article 1, pg. 71-72: ñA substitute 
who leaves the team box and enters the playing field during a fight will be ejected. A player 
ejected for leaving the bench area during a fight is ineligible for the next contest. (See ñWho is 
Your Get Back Guyò on page 8.) 

 

 

SUNDAY RESTRICTION - Rule 2310.5, pg. 87 
 

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT - Rule 5000.5, pg. 130 - Electronic communication equipment, 
including but not limited to computers, films, televisions and videotapes shall not be used for 
coaching purposes during a game or between periods.  Penalty--The CHSAA Commissioner shall 
review the violation and assess penalties which may include, but not be limited to, forfeiture of the 
contest, probation and/or restriction of the coach and/or program. 

 

EXPECTATIONS TO COMPLY WITH RULE 1-6-1 - with continuing advancement in computer 
technology, it is expected that schools comply with rule 1-6-1 pg 23 in the 2010 Rule Book. 
"Electronic equipment, other than an audio tape recorder, including but not limited to computer, film, 
television and videotape or any type of still or moving pictures, shall not be used for coaching 
purposes during the game or between periods." 
 
At no time should your coaches and a computer be in the same room during a game.  
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 EQUIPMENT DATES 
 

  No pads or other components of regular football uniforms except shoes, jerseys and helmets may 
be worn by the players until the third day (exclusive of Sundays) of the formal sports season.  
(Note:  For 2010, August 16.)  On the third day of the formal sports season, pla yers may wear a 
full regular football uniform and pads while engaging in blocking and tackling exercises that do 
not include physical contact between players.   

 
(a) ISSUE RESTRICTIONS -- The issuing of protective football equipment except during the 

formal sports season is a violation. 
 
 EXCEPTION 1:  To allow individual players who participate in 7 on 7 competition or 7 on 7 

drills to use Colorado high school issued football helmets under the following criteria:  
 
 1. The issuing of the football helmet for  7 on 7 is approved by the local school district.  
 
 2. Football helmets for 7 on 7 may NOT be distributed before Memorial Day or after July 

30th. 
 
 EXCEPTION 2:  An individual or team camp may use Colorado high school-issued protective 

football equipment under the following criteria:  
 
 1. The issuing of the equipment is approved by the local school district.  
 
 2. Camps must be conducted by a college/university, an appropriate commercial 

organization or an individual high school. 
 
  a. High schools may develop their own team camp on site or at any other location.  
 
 3. The camp must show proof of liability insurance.  
 
 4. Camps must be for students and/or teams from a variety of different schools  if it is 

conducted by a college/university or an appropriate commercial organization. Players 
from a minimum of six schools must be involved in the camp.  Individual school camps 
limit participation to those students who have completed the registration process for 
enrollment into that high school. (Note: only students f rom the high school sponsoring 
the camp may participate.)  

 
 5. The camp should be for a period of time that is typical for camps/clinics (3 -5 days) at a 

college/university or an appropriate commercial organization. Camps held at individual 
high schools can be a maximum of 10 days at the individual school site over a period of 
14 calendar days. 

 
 6. Camps held at individual high schools will be allowed one scrimmage with up to two 

other schools who are conducting an individual team camp. The schools must be in days 
8-10 of their own individual camps.  

 
 7. Issuing equipment for camps held at individual school sites will mirror the restrictions of 

the formal football sports season. No pads or other components of regular football 
uniforms except shoes, jerseys, and helmets may be worn by the players until the third 
day of the team camp. On the third day of the team camp, players may wear a full 
regular football uniform and pads while engaging in blocking and tackling exercises that 
do not include physical contact between players. On the fourth day, full player -player 
contact may begin. 

 
 8. Equipment must be returned and collected immediately.  
 
 9. Equipment for team camps cannot be issued after July 31st . 
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  An individual or school may attend only one team camp at any point from Memorial Day to July 

31st . There is no limit on the number of camps an individual player attends if it meets the 
parameters established in the section above. 

 
  NOTE: This exception does not change the date for issuing equipment for t he season. 

 
PENALTY -- Schools which violate this regulation will be immediately placed on a minimum of 
probation until the school has provided the Commissioner with a detailed report of the incident(s) 
and administrative procedures have been put in place to ensure no repeat of the violation.  A 
second violation of this regulation will result in the school being placed on restriction for a 
minimum of one season from state qualifying competition.  
 

Q1: What is the definition of a football "team camp"?  
 
A1: The definition of a team camp is one where 11 or more members of a school team 

attend the same camp in 11-man football, in 8 -man the number would be 8 or more 
and in 6-man, 6 or more players must attend.  
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FOOTBALL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS SIDELINE ZONE FOR SAFETY 
 
The CHSAA Football Advisory Committee strongly recommends that each field add a zone of two or 
more yards off the sideline be used as a restraining line to maintain a clear area for players and 
officials along the sideline. The zone will be marked with hash marks and would extend to two yards 
in back of the end zone line and extended across the back of the end zone. 
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CHSAA TRANSFER RULE AFFECTING FALL SPORTS 
 

Any student who reports out for a team on or after August 16th (first day of formal practice) and is 
actively in contention for a berth on a team (involved in any physical activity) may not transfer to 
another school (without a parental move) without losing varsity eligibility for the remainder of the 
season and/or calendar year. 
 

A transfer from one high school to another, at any time without a permanent change of domicile by 
the student and his/her family from one attendance area to another, will render the student ineligible 
for the first half of the season during the next calendar year in any sport in which the student 
competed during the last 12 months.   
 

Mid year transfer - If the transfer occurs after the start of school or after competing 
interscholastically (scrimmage or game) the student will have restricted eligibility in any sport he/she 
played during the previous 12 calendar months for the remainder of the school year.  Entering the 
next year, the student will be restricted to sub-varsity eligibility for the first half of the season in all 
sports in which the student participated the previous 12 months. 
 

Summer transfer - If the transfer is made over the summer, the student will be restricted to the sub-
varsity level for the first half of the season in all sports for the upcoming school year in which they 
had competed during the 12 months prior to the move. 
 

Transfers by home school students and students at schools without programs ï contact your 
athletic director immediately, to clarify any transfer student eligibility. 
 

CONTACT YOUR ATHLETIC DIRECTOR IMMEDIATELY, TO CLARIFY ANY TRANSFER 
STUDENT ELIGIBILITY, before these students are allowed to compete in interscholastic 
competition. 
  

1. Establish a system to screen each candidate who reports out for your team after the start of 
practice even if they attended your school the previous year.  Determine if they practiced at another 
school. 

  

2. If a student participates in a practice but transfers to another school, notify the other school. 
   

SITUATION 1: A student attends school A and is a member of the football team as a junior.  In his 
senior year on the first day of formal practice, he actively participates in practice at 
school B.  Without a parental move, the student then enrolls at school A and 
participates in A's practice the next day. 

 

RULING 1: The student shall be ineligible for varsity football for the remainder of that year. 
 

SITUATION 2: An incoming freshman enrolls at school A and participates in conditioning drills and 
timed 40-yard dashes on the first day of formal practice.  The next day the student 
enrolls at school B and wishes to become a candidate for the varsity football team. 

 

 RULING 2: The student may not participate at the varsity level at school B because of his 
active participation in a practice at school A.  

 

SITUATION 3: A student has applied for open enrollment at school B but will not receive a 
decision until August 21.  He practices for a week at school A and when informed of 
his acceptance at school B, transfers and begins practice at B.  Is he eligible for 
varsity competition? 

 

 RULING 3: No.   As in any circumstance beyond a student's control, a Hardship Waiver may 
be submitted on his behalf. 

 

SITUATION 4: A student is a candidate for the JV team at school A on the first day of formal 
practice.  Without a parental move, the student transfers to school B and becomes 
a candidate for the B JV team.  Is he immediately eligible? 

 

RULING 4: No. A Restricted Waiver must be approved before he is eligible to compete on the 
JV level. He is not eligible for varsity competition. 

 



21 

 

 

National Federation Football Jersey Requirements 
By National Federation rule, all football jerseys must reach the top of the football pants and be 
tucked in if longer. There are situations with heavyset players where the jersey is not long enough to 
reach the top of the football pant. In this situation, a longer jersey should be purchased. In 
emergency situations, a similar colored T-shirt may be worn over the pads and under the jersey to 
meet this requirement. Further, receivers reaching for a high pass may also fit into this situation. It is 
the schoolôs responsibility to make whatever adjustments necessary to meet the requirement of this 
rule (NF Rule 1-5-1(c), page 16-17). 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Effective 2012, visiting jerseys must be white per NFHS RULES.  
 

 

Beginning in 2012, players of the visiting team shall wear jerseys that meet the following criteria:  
The body of the jersey (inside the shoulders, below the collar, and to the bottom of the jersey) shall 
be white and shall contain only the listed allowable adornments and accessory patterns in a color 
that contrasts to white:  
(a) as the jersey number(s) required in 1-5-1-c or as the team and/or player name within the body 
and/or on the shoulders, 
(b) either as a decorative stripe placed during production that follows the curve of the raglan sleeve 
not to exceed 1 inch at any point within the body of the jersey, or as decorative stripe(s) added in the 
shoulder area after production, not to exceed 1 inch per stripe and total size of combined stripes not 
to exceed 3.5 inches, 
(c) within the collar, a maximum of 1 inch in width, and/or 
(d) as a side seam, a maximum of 4 inches in width but any non-white color may not appear within 
the body of the jersey (with the exception of a decorative stripe placed during production that follows 
the curve of the raglan sleeve).  The exception to (d) would be what is stated in (b) above. 
 
Beginning in 2012, players of the home team shall wear jerseys that meet the following criteria:  The 
body of the jersey (inside the shoulders, below the collar, and to the bottom of the jersey) may not 
include white, except as stated below. If white appears in the body of the jersey of the home team, it 
may only appear: 
(a) as the jersey number(s) required in 1-5-1-c or as the team and/or player name within the body 
and/or on the shoulders, 
(b) either as a decorative stripe placed during production that follows the curve of the raglan sleeve 
not to exceed 1 inch at any point within the body of the jersey, or as decorative stripe(s) added in the 
shoulder area after production, not to exceed 1 inch per stripe and total size of combined stripes not 
to exceed 3.5 inches, 
(c) within the collar, a maximum of 1 inch in width, and/or 
(d) as a side seam, a maximum of 4 inches in width but any white color may not appear within the 
body of the jersey (with the exception of a decorative stripe placed during production that follows the 
curve of the raglan sleeve). The exception to (d) would be what is stated in (b) above. 
 

GAME BALLS 
Each team must present at least one legal game ball to the referee at the time the officials assume 
authority for the contest. 
 

CASTS 
While this rule is covered in the National Federation Football Rules Book, several questions have 
occurred regarding playing with casts. Before a player can participate. The cast must be padded 
with ñno less than 1/2ò thick high-density, closed-cell polyurethane or an alternate materialéò (N.F. 
Rule 1-5-3 (b) - page 21). 
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MAJOR NATIONAL FEDERATION FOOTBALL RULES REVISIONS 

 FOR 2010 SEASON 

 

1-5-2c: New football glove/hand pad standard implemented for the 2012 season. 

1-5-3a: Restrictions removed on penalty-marker colored pads or gloves. 

1-5-3b1, 2, Note 3: Illegal player equipment rule clarified. 

3-1-2; 1-7: Point differential rule modified for member state associations. 

3-2-2: Coin toss provisions revised. 

3-5-10b: Concussion rule revised. 

3-7-1: Replaced players ï replacement timeframe clarified. 

8-2-2; 8-2-3; 8-2-4 (NEW); 8-2-5; 10-4-5; 10-5-1f; 2-41-10: Penalty options for fouls on scoring plays 
expanded to include scoring team fouls. 

9-4-3k: Horse-collar clarified. 

9-4-8 (NEW): Penalty defined for unintentional contact between a non-player and an official in the 
restricted area. 

Nine-, Eight- and Six-player Rules: Field markings in nine-, eight- and six-player rule differences 
adjusted. 

Editorial and Other Changes 

1-2-3b NOTES 2; 1-2-3e, Notes; 1-2-4; Table 1-3-1; 1-4-2, Figure j; 1-5-1, 2, 3; Table 1-7; 2-6-2b; 2-9-3, 
2-10-3; 2-11; 2-16-2b, e; 2-26-4; 2-30; 2-32-10; 2-41-4, 8; 3-3-2; 3-3-4b 2, 4; 3-7 Penalty; 4-1-4; 4-2-2g; 4-
3-2, 3, 4, 5 6; 5-1-2b; 6-1-2, 4; 6-2-1, 2; 6-5-4, 5; 7-3-2; 7-5-7, 8, 9; 8-3-1, 8; 9-6-1; 9-6-3; 9-6-4a, d; 
FUNDAMENTALS ï II-5; IV-2; X-4; Resolving Tied Games - 3.1.1; 5-1-1; NINE-, EIGHT- AND SIX-
PLAYER DIFFERENCES ï NOTE; OFFICIAL FOOTBALL SIGNALS ï 45; PENALTY SUMMARY ï 10, 
23 (NEW). 

       

 

Points of Emphasis 
 
1. Concussion Recognition and Management 
2. Heat Illness and Hydration 
3. Illegal Helmet Contact 
4. Assisting the Runner 
5. Sportsmanship and Public Address Announcers 
6. NFHS Football Officials Manual 
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COLORADO RULES BY STATE ASSOCIATION ADOPTION 
 
The NFHS rulebook (Table 1-7, pg 23) delegate's authority to the state associations for certain 
rules. The following shall apply in Colorado: 

 
1-1-4 Note: Determining the number of game officials ï A6 = 4, A8 = 4 (5 preferred but not 

mandatory):  1A-5A=5.  (NOTE:  in playoffs, there will be 5 officials on all games 
regardless of classification). 

 
1-3-2 Note: Mandating specific ball for playoff competition ï Any NFHS approved ball with logo 

except championship games will use a CHSAA supplied Wilson ball. 
 
1-3-7: Use of supplementary equipment ï Authorized. 
 
1-5-1c4 Note: Commemorative Patches ï Must be requested of CHSAA on a case-by-case basis. 
 
1-5-2d: Use of artificial limbs ï Authorized. 
 
1-5-3b Note 1: Use of drum for deaf teams ï Authorized.  
 
1-5-3b Note 2: Use of device to enhance a required hearing aid ï Authorized.  
 
3-1-1: Procedure to resolve ties ï NFHS overtime procedure. (p. 90-93 of Rules Book). 
 
3-1 2: Mercy Rule ï  Running clock procedures are on pg. 39 of the Rule Book. 
 
3-1-4: Continuation of interrupted games ï Subject to league policy per CHSAA By-law. 
 
3-1-5 Note 2: Length of halftime intermission ï Subject to league policy. 
 

3-2-1: Determining when coin toss is held. 
 

3-5-7L: TV/radio timeouts are authorized when a game is broadcast. 

 

Rule 1 Size of A6 and A8 fields ï 100 yards for 8-man; 80 yards for 6-man (p. 93-94 of Rules Book). 
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TEAM BENCHES, SIDELINES 
 
During CHSAA playoff contests, the team benches and sidelines are to be restricted to authorized personnel consisting 
of substitutes, coaches, student managers, trainer and team physician.  Parents, members of booster clubs, alumni and 
other such unauthorized personnel must sit in the stands.  Schools are urged to issue visible sideline tags to those 
authorized for easy recognition.  Do not allow teams attendants to walk the sidelines outside the team box. 

 

PROTESTS 

No protests involving the judgment or possible misapplication of a rule by a game official will be considered by 
the CHSAA.  However, coaches may direct questions to the game officials as they pertain to a possible 
misapplication of the rules in accordance with the National Federation Football rules. Coaches are encouraged 
to carry a National Federation Rulebook with them for all playoff contests. Schools will still have the 
opportunity to protest a contest in accordance with CHSAA rules as it pertains to use of an ineligible 
participant.  Schools which have knowledge concerning the ineligibility of an opponent are required by CHSAA 
by-laws to notify the CHSAA prior to competition. 

 

RULES 
All playoff games will be played under the 2010 National Federation Football Rules. 
  
JERSEYS 
HOME--Dark   VISITORS--Light 
 

EQUAL FACILITIES 
Although it is necessary that one team be designated as the home team, it shall be kept in mind that the game 
belongs equally to both competing schools.  It is strongly urged a pre-game planning meeting be held to cover 
all details connected with the staging of every playoff contest. 
 

The time period between the first and second half should be equally divided so that each school will have an 
opportunity to present its band and drill team.  If one school does not wish to provide any half time 
entertainment, it may relinquish its time.  If mutually agreeable to both teams, the half time period may be 
extended from the normal 15 minutes to 20.  By mutual agreement of the opposing coaches, half time may be 
reduced to 10 minutes. 
 

The same principle of equal facilities should apply to camera sites, dressing facilities, press box seats for 
spotters, etc.  The visiting team should inquire early in the week about the availability of sideline heaters and 
plan accordingly. 
 

FIELD PHONE POLICY 
If telephone facilities for both teams are provided as a standard practice (during the regular season) at a 
playoff site, then the same number of telephone facilities must be provided for both teams.  This number must 
stay consistent throughout the contest.  If one set of phones becomes inoperable during the contest, then 
neither team may use the phones initially provided.  Teams are permitted to bring their own set of phones to a 
contest.  These phones will be considered "extra" and are not under the procedure as outlined above.   
 

The responsibility for notifying both teams of phone problems should belong to the referee.  If a school does 
not provide phone facilities to both teams as a standard practice (during the regular season), then it is up to 
each team, home or away, to provide its own phones.  The home team will not be required to provide phones 
to the visiting team if it is not done during the regular season. 
 

Communication to visiting schools of procedures used for field phones should be a primary priority for the 
home team and completed as soon as possible when opponents are known. 

 

BALL 
 

All footballs used during the regular season and playoffs must be a National Federation approved ball.  A 
National Federation approval must be marked on the ball (generally located near the valve stem).   
 
The National Federation Rulebook specified that either a rubber-covered or leather-covered football is legal 
and the team on offense shall be the option of designation. 
 
NOTE:  A Wilson ball will be used in all championship FINAL games.  These balls will be supplied by the 
CHSAA and shipped (2 balls) to the home team, 2 to the visitor) UPS on Monday prior to the finals.  While not 
supplied by the CHSAA it is strongly recommended that a Wilson Football be used for all other playoff 
contests prior to the finals.  If you would prefer to use the Wilson NCAA (1001) ball, TD, TDS, F1003, GST or 
any other legal Wilson ball, please contact Harry Waterman by September 1. 
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TIMER, CHECK TIMER 
The timer for all playoff contests shall be a faculty member or responsible adult.  The visiting team is 
encouraged to provide a check timer, but if it does not, the home team timer alone is responsible. 
 

ANNOUNCER 
The announcer should be a faculty member or responsible adult who can set the tone of the game by 
calling the fans' attention to the following points of reference:  (1) CHSAA playoff contests are 
conducted under the strictest code of good sporting behavior; (2) The officials are neutral individuals, 
representing the Commissioner, and have been selected because of demonstrated ability; (3) Fans 
are encouraged to support their own team and display proper protocol and sporting behavior with 
respect to the opponent and officials' decisions. 
 

OVERTIME TIE-BREAKER PROCEDURES 
All tie games will utilize the National Federation tie-breaker system as so delineated below and 
reviewed in detail on pages 88-90 of the National Federation rulebook.  Note that under the National 
Federation tie-breaker, there is no measurement after the second overtime session; teams continue 
overtime play until one is declared a winner by way of a score. 
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 

Playoff contests shall not be postponed without permission of the CHSAA Commissioner (or his 
designee).  The Commissioner (or his designee) shall have the authority to select an alternate site in 
the event of poor playing conditions. 
 

Initially, schools have the added responsibility of making alternative travel plans to contests based 
upon weather forecasts, etc.  As a common factor, input and recommendations are to be sought from 
the Highway Patrol Division of Highways and Travel. If you anticipate poor weather, adjust the time 
when your team will depart and/or take an alternative route if possible. 
 

MEDICAL SERVICES 

Proper medical services should be provided as warranted.  The site director will insure that an 

ambulance is present or on call.  It is strongly urged that a physician be present at all playoff 

contests. 
 

Starting time due to weather conditions may be adjusted upon consultation and mutual agreement of 
the administrators from the affected schools.  Emergency postponement consideration is to involve 
administrators from the affected schools and the CHSAA Commissioner (or his designee). 
 

When a game has been postponed, it is the host schoolôs responsibility to notify:  (1) the visiting 
school; (2) CHSAA office; (3) officials; (4) game workers; and (5) media (where applicable). 
 

PRESS BOX ACCOMMODATIONS 
The home school is responsible to supervise proper accommodations in the press box.  An adult 
should be assigned to handle this important function.  Press box seats should be reserved for 
members of the media.  They have been advised to call ahead and reserve seats.  Sometimes this is 
not possible, and the person in charge of the press box should use common sense in admitting bona 
fide members of the press to a seat. 
 
Too often, the press box loses its meaning, when faculty members, friends, relatives, district 
personnel, board members, etc., occupy it.  This is not the purpose of the press box.  Schools are 
reminded of the importance of maintaining good public relations and are encouraged to cooperate 
fully with members of the media. 
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GAME MANAGER CHECKLIST FOR PLAYOFFS 
 

 

1ST PRIORITY! 
 

        Contact opponent to make arrangements for: 

        Game time ï and date 

        Film exchange 

        Team, band, cheerleader admittance procedure 

        Verify guarantee 

        Field phone issues 
 

        CONTACT CHSAA OFFICE at 303-344-5050 HARRY WATERMAN WITH GAME TIME, 

DATE AND LOCATION 
 

        Secure information from CHSAA regarding officials names, mileage and meal expense 

- sent by CHSAA by end of day Wednesday before the game. 
 

____ Instructions for accessing your playoff officials on Arbiter will e-mailed to you in 

advance of your playoff games.   
 
 

Administration 
 

        1. Confirm availability of field, locker rooms and other facilities, including confirming 
game site and time with CHSAA and visiting school prior to 1:00 p.m. on Monday of 
game week. 

 

        2. Make arrangements for concessions. 
 

        3. Arrange for preparation and sale of programs. 
 

        4. Arrange for ticket sellers and ticket takers. 
 

        5. Arrange for ushers in the event reserved sections are used.  See that ticket price signs 
are posted outside ticket windows.   

 

        6. Assign a public address announcer and see that he/she is properly informed. 
 

        7. Arrange for scoreboard operators, two chain persons and down box official. 
 

        8. Provide chain persons and box operator with contrasting colored vests. 
 

        9. Arrange for awards presentation and inspect trophies if championship game.  Make 
definite plans as opposed to crowd rushing on field. 

 

        10. Arrange to have a doctor present or paramedics. 
 

        11. Arrange to have an ambulance stand by or be on call. 
 

        12. Arrange for an adequate number of law enforcement officers, where appropriate. 
 

        13. Arrange for visiting team to be escorted to and from the bus by host school 
administrator. 

 

        14. Arrange for traffic control if necessary. 
 

        15. Arrange for parking attendants if needed. 
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        16. Reserve parking spaces for visiting team buses and officials.  Notify game officials 
and visiting school of locations and dressing facilities. 

 

        17. Make arrangements with performing bands. 
 

        18. Arrange for the "National Anthem" to be played by a band or recording. 
 

        19. Assign pep club / visiting students' locations.  Do not permit decorations on the goal 
posts, cross bars, or uprights above the cross bars. 

 

        20. See that no banners or signs are displayed at the games, except those approved by 
the local manager. 

 

        21. Assign spaces in the press box for stats crew, press, radio and TV; provide adequate 
duplication equipment for operation of press box; and collect TV and radio rights fees. 

 

        22. Provide a special entrance and a check list for admittance of authorized 
superintendents, principals, athletic directors, players, managers, coaches, 
cheerleaders, student supervisors and press. 

 

        23. See that individual meets officials and provides them with towels and soft drinks at 
halftime. 

 

        24. See that game balls are available to officials prior to game time. 
 

        25. Have towels and managers available on field to dry footballs if they should become 
muddy or wet. 

 

        26. Make arrangements for field telephones. 
 

        27. Introduction of players. After coin flip, the starting offensive players and head coach of 
the team receiving the ball will be introduced, and the starting defensive players and 
head coach of the team kicking off will then be introduced.  Kickoff will follow playing 
of National Anthem.  

 

        28. Each school will be responsible for making its own arrangements for travel, meals, 
etc., but may contact the local manager for any assistance that he/she may give. 

 

        29. Arrange for telephone calls to newspapers, radio and T.V. stations if not covered in 
person. 

 

        30. Provide security for officials and visiting team's dressing room. 
 

        31. Arrange for officials' checks and see that they are paid prior to start of contest. 
 

        32. Arrange for visiting team's expense check to be paid to their representative prior to the 
start of the contest. 

 

        33. Arrange for officials to be escorted off field at halftime and at end of contest by 
security officer or host school administrator. 

 

        34. Submit financial report to CHSAA and visiting school within one week following 
contest. 

 
        35. Send to Kukulski Brothers all team program information prior to start of opening round 

of playoffs. 
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Inclement Weather Guidelines 
 

HOME TEAM 
 

      1. Check long range weather forecasts for game day. 
 

      2. Arrange for snow removal equipment and additional personnel on contingency basis for severe 
weather conditions. 

 

      3. Communicate daily with visiting athletic director and coach concerning field conditions. 
 

      4. Confer with visiting team to establish make-up date if game must be postponed. 
 

      5. Call CHSAA (Harry Waterman) for approval of make-up date. 
 

      6. Supply visitors, CHSAA and game officials with emergency phone numbers. 
 

      7. Call Referee.  Obtain home number and ascertain availability of officiating crew on contingency date.  
Give him number to call prior to departing for contest. 

 

      8. Establish deadline by which the decision to play will be made. 
 

      9. If game postponed, immediately call visitors, officials, players and media outlets with information.  Call 
CHSAA (344-5050) and local media. 

 

     10. Determine if alternate footwear may be desirable.  Plan accordingly. 
 

     11. Arrange for sideline heaters for both teams, if possible.  Notify visitors of availability. 
 

     12. Establish system for maintaining dry game balls.  
 

     13. On game day by 6:00 a.m. (if conditions warrant), contact visitor and CHSAA with current status of 
field conditions. 

 

VISITING TEAM 
 

      1. Check long range weather forecasts for game day. 
 

      2. Contact transportation to establish contingency plans: 
 
 -- Early departure 
 -- Alternate routes 
 -- Safety precautions 
 -- Availability of transportation on possible postponement dates. 
 
      3. Maintain daily contact with home athletic director and coach concerning weather and field conditions. 
 

      4. Confer with visiting team to establish make-up date if game must be postponed. 
 

      5. Supply home team with emergency phone numbers where coach and athletic director can be reached 
before departing for game. 

 

      6. Establish deadline by which the decision to play will be made. 
 

      7. If game postponed, notify players and local media. 
 

      8. If feasible (based on location and availability), offer equipment and personnel to assist home team 
with snow removal. 

 

     9. On game day (by 6:00 a.m.), contact home team for current status of field conditions. 
 

     10. Determine if alternate footwear may be desirable.  Plan accordingly. 
 

     11. Determine availability of sideline heaters and plan accordingly. 
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 2010:  2011: 
 Practice Begins:  Monday, August 16 Practice Begins:  Monday, August 15 
 1st Scrimmage:  Friday, August 26 1st Scrimmage:  Friday, August 25 
 1st Contest:  Thursday, September 2 1st Contest:  Thursday, September 1 
 

  Playoffs Begin Final Game  Playoffs Begin Final Game 
 A-6 November 6 November 20 A-6 November 5 November 19 
 A-8 November 6 November 27 A-8 November 5 November 26 
 1A November 6 November 27 1A November 5 November 26 
 2A November 13 December 4 2A November 12 December 3 
 3A November 13 December 4 3A November 12 December 3 
 4A November 13 December 4 4A November 12 December 3 
 5A November 6 December 4 5A November 5 December 3 
 

V. PLAYOFF FORMATS 

  

2010-12 6-Man Football Conferences (25 schools) 

(Enrollment: 1-75) 

        

Central (6)  North (6)  Southeast (6)  Southwest (7)  

Deer Trail 60 Briggsdale 45 Bethune 40 Aguilar 41 
Idalia 43 Fleming 59 Cheraw 58 Colorado D & B 74 
Liberty 29 Pawnee 34 Eads# 66 Cotopaxi 73 
Lone Star 32 Peetz# 45 Flagler 48 Edison# 32 
Otis 72 Prairie 47 Hi-Plains# 47 Hilltop Baptist 43 
Woodlin# 35 Weldon Valley 54 South Baca 61 Mountain Valley 41 
      Pikes Peak Chr. 69 
#= school responsible for standings and reporting qualifiers.    

 

  

 

2010 A-6 BRACKET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
  
 
*denotes home team in quarterfinals.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seeding November 6 November 13 November 20  
#1 *    

     

#8     

     

#4 *    

     

#5     

     

#3 *    

     

#6     

     

#2 *    

     

#7     
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 A6 PLAYOFF FORMAT 
In Week 9, the top four teams in the North/Central and Southeast/Southwest will play a cross-over 
game (1 vs. 4 and 2 vs. 3) to establish eight qualifiers to be placed on the state bracket.  The remaining 
teams not playing in the cross-over games will schedule individually amongst themselves in week 9.  
Week 9 cross-over games are not playoff games. 

 The cross-over game winners will be seeded by an 8-member committee that includes two 
representatives from each conference (no coaches). The committee will be named each year at the 
August A6 Football Association meeting to be held on the second Tuesday after the start of fall practice. 

 The final eight teams will be true seeded using the following criteria: overall record, head- to-head, 
conference record, strength of schedule, strength of conference and record of last five games.  
In the event of a tie, the following tie-breaker shall be used: 

1. Head to Head Competition (between or among all tied teams) 
2. California Playoff 

 Additional Play: California Playoff Style (if necessary by above) 
 Situation 1: Three or more tied with two qualifiers 
 1. Coin flip to determine ñodd team outò 
 2. A vs. B for one half 
 3. Winner of 1st half plays C (odd team) 
 4. Winner of 2nd half is highest seed 
 5. The loser of the 2nd half is next qualifier; or if the loser of the 2nd half did not face the loser of the 1st 

half, the teams will play a 3rd half to determine the eliminated team. 
 Situation 2: Three or more teams tied with one qualifier 
 1. Coin flip to determine ñodd team outò 
 2. A vs. B for one half 
 3. Winner of 1st half plays C (odd team) 
 4. Winner of 2nd half is highest seed  
 5. The loser of the 2nd half is next qualifier 
 6. "If half:ò ï not needed because 1st and 2nd half losers are eliminated. 
 

2010-12 8-Man Football Conferences (44 schools) 

(Enrollment: 76-125) 

        

East Conf. (9)  North Conf. (12)  South Conf. (12)  West Conf. (11)  

        
I-70 Division   Plains Division  Arkansas Vy.Div.  Mountain Div.  
Cheyenne Wells* 58 Caliche* 71 Granada 79 Antonito 106 
Genoa-H/Karval 81 Dayspring Chr. 86 Holly 80 La Veta 104 
Miami-Yoder 112 Haxtun 87 McClave* 75 Sanford 81 
Simla 94 Longmont Chr.* 66 Springfield 92 Sangre de Cristo 92 
Stratton* 61 Merino 92 Walsh* 38 Sierra Grande 78 
  Sedgwick County 113 Wiley 86 South Park** 143 
        
Black Forest Div.  Central Division  Southern 

Division 
 Western Division  

Elbert 76 Gilpin County 79 Fowler 104 Dove Creek 96 
Kiowa 105 Justice   123 Hanover 98 Mancos 111 
Maranatha Chr.* 70 North Park* 58 Hoehne 125 Norwood* 69 
RM Lutheran* 55 Soroco 112 Manzanola* 55 Nucla 88 
  Vail Christian 89 Primero 97 Plateau Valley 94 
  West Grand 108 Swink 113   
*playing up 
**playing down 

       

 

A-8 PLAYOFF FORMAT 
In Week 9, the top four teams in each division will play a cross conference game (1s vs. 4s and 2s vs. 
3s) to establish four qualifiers from each conference to be placed on a 16-team bracket. Week 9 
cross-over games are not playoff games. 
 

           The teams will be seeded by a committee that includes one representative from each division (no 
coaches).  All teams will be seeded using the following criteria (in no particular order): overall record, 
head-to-head, common opponents, and strength of schedule.  Geography will be given strong 
consideration in the first round. 
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2010 A-8 BRACKET 
 

November 6 November 13 November 20 November 27    
     
#1     
     
#16     
     
#8     
     
#9     
     
#4     
     
#13     
     
#5     
     
#12     
     
#3     
     
#14     
     
#6     
     
#11     
     
#7     
     
#10     
     
#2     
     
#15   

 
  

 
  

2010-12 1A Football Conferences (40 schools) 

(Enrollment: 126-275) 

      

North Central (6)  Santa Fe (6)  South Central (6)  
Akron* 124 Crowley County 159 Burlington 235 
Highland 263 Custer County 178 Calhan 193 
Holyoke 177 John Mall 169 Cripple Crk-Victor 155 
Wiggins 169 Las Animas 148 Ellicott 267 
Wray 194 Rocky Ford 224 Limon 163 
Yuma 229 Rye 250 Peyton 215 
      

Southern Peaks (6)  Western Slope (6)  Metro North (5)  
Center 161 Hayden 148 Clear Creek 258 
Del Norte 179 Hotchkiss 270 Cornerstone Chr.* 77 
Dolores 211 Lake County** 287 Lyons 251 
Ignacio 253 Meeker 186 Nederland 202 
Monte Vista 268 Paonia 156 Resurrection Chr. 169 
Sargent 133 Rangely 142   
      
   Metro South (5)  
   Byers 133 
   Denver Christian  201 
 *playing up   Front Range Chr. 181 
** playing down   Lutheran 186 
   Lutheran Parker 181 
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1A PLAYOFF FORMAT 
The North Central and South Central each receive two automatic qualifiers to the bracket.  The Santa 
Fe, Southern Peaks, Western Slope, Metro North and South Metro each receive one automatic 
qualifier. Conference champions will be guaranteed a top eight seed and a first round home game.  
The remaining two automatic qualifiers and the seven wild card teams will be determined and seeded 
by a Selection/Seeding Committee. This committee will be made up of seven administrators, one from 
each conference (no coaches). The seven wild card teams can be selected from any conference if 
the committee elects to do so.  The committee will determine the seeding based on, but in no 

particular order: strength of schedule, strength of conference, record in last five games.  In 
determining seeding, if the committee does not have a majority vote, they will use victory/defeat points 
to break a tie.  
 
The Selection/Seeding Committee will attempt to separate conference 1

st
 and 2

nd
 place teams on 

opposite sides of the bracket.  Geography will be considered in pairing the first round games. 
 

2010 1A BRACKET 

    
November 6 November 13 November 20 November 27  

     
#1     

     

#16     

     

#8     

     

#9     

     

#4     

     

#13     

     

#5     

     

#12     

     

#3     

     

#14     

     

#6     

     

#11     

     

#7     

     

#10     

     

#2     

     

#15     

 
 First round home team is the higher seed. 
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2010-12 2A Football Conferences (42 schools) 

(Enrollment: 276-600) 

      

Western Slope (8)  Mountain (7)  Patriot (8)  
Aspen 530 Alamosa 595 Brush 414 
Basalt 444 Bayfield 438 Eaton 494 
Cedaredge 281 Buena Vista 296 Estes Park 383 
Coal Ridge 458 Centauri 292 Platte Valley 350 
Grand Valley 

352 
Montezuma-
Cortez** 

761 
Strasburg 

307 

Gunnison 318 Pagosa Springs 467 University 385 
Olathe 357 Salida 316 Valley 549 
Roaring Fork 315   Weld Central 595 
      

Tri-Peaks (7)  Colorado (6)  Flatirons (6)  
CS Christian 375 Bennett 340 Academy, The 395 
Florence 505 Denver West** 796 Faith Christian 335 
La Junta 388 Kent Denver 430 Machebeuf 361 
Lamar 478 Manual 404 Mead# 629 
Manitou Springs 485 Platte Canyon 400 Middle Park 418 
St. Mary's 347 Sheridan 472 The Pinnacle 334 
Trinidad 415     
      
      
*playing up      
**playing down     
#adjusted enrollment     

 
 

2A PLAYOFF FORMAT 
The top two teams in each conference qualify, with the remaining four qualifiers determined by wild 
card points. The four wild card selections will be based on the top four teams with the highest wild 
card point totals that did not receive an automatic bid.  

 
A committee of administrators, one from each conference, will seed the 16 qualifiers. The conference 
champions will be placed in one of the top eight positions on the bracket. A second place team could 
be placed in one of the top eight seeds and above a conference champion. The committee will 
determine the seeding based on, but in no particular order: overall record, league record, league 
standing, strength of schedule, strength of conference, strength of non-league games, and record in 
the last five games. Note: Conference opponents shall not face each other in the first round and the 
committee shall consider geography an important factor in the first round games. 
 
The higher seeded team shall be the host team in the first round. 
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2010 2A BRACKET 
(Games must be completed by the dates listed below) 

 
November 13 November 20 November 27 December 4  

     
#1   Predetermined   

   Site TBA with  

#16   Class 3A  

     

#8     

     

#9     

     

#4     

     

#13     

     

#5     

     

#12     

     

#3     

     

#14     

     

#6     

     

#11     

     

#7     

     

#10     

     

#2     

     

#15   

 
 Higher seed is home team in the first round.  
 

2A WILDCARD FORMAT 
 
1. The four wild card selections will be based on the top four teams with the highest wild card point totals 

that did not receive an automatic bid.  They may come from any conference.  
 
2.  The CHSAA office shall compute the playoff points, making all information available to schools in 

contention on the Sunday following the end of the regular season.  The announcement of the wild card 
teams shall be made on the Sunday prior to the beginning of playoffs and shall be official at noon on 
Monday (unless emergency situations exist).  No protest shall be entertained after the deadline unless it 
involves wrong information supplied by the qualifying team. 

 
3. The number of points a team scores in a game will have no bearing on the point system. 




