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GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP is largely a matter of habit. Attitude toward neighboring schools and toward other
members of a student’s school can be greatly influenced by the attitude of the coach and administrator and by the
activities that are designed to call attention to desirable habits. It is a known fact that activities along the line of
sportsmanship education that are sponsored early in the season have a great deal to do with the general conduct
throughout the season.

Many schools have it desirable to use the first few games of the season to educate students and townspeople in
matters pertaining to the ethics of competition. Sometimes these activities take the form of discussion by a group of
trained cheerleaders or student club leaders and sometimes they take the form of clinics where the crowd is
instructed relative to the new rules and relative to the policies of the State Association as a whole. LIKE MOST
WORTHWHILE THINGS, SPORTSMANSHIP DEVELOPS ONLY THROUGH EFFORT ON THE PART OF
WELL-TRAINED LEADERS. The reputation that a school builds up during a season may be greatly influenced by
the initial impetus along the line of proper habits.

A little attention to matters of this kind early in the season will often make it unnecessary for an administrator to

adopt corrective measures as the season progresses.
H.V. Porter’s Athletic Anthology



